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What is an OER?
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✔ An Open Access library-led academic publisher 
✔ Publishes research monographs, textbooks and journals
✔ Commissioning by an academic-led Editorial Board, based on peer review
❌ Not content hosting or a repository
❌ Not an automatic publication venue for White Rose academics







• Two Sides of the Straits: an anthology of Gallipoli poems in English and Turkish
• Flixton Island (partner volume to Star Carr)
• Hidden Depths: the origins of our most human emotions 
• Screening the Fleet: the Royal Navy on television since the 1970s
• A History of Billiken Magazine: Childhood, Children’s Culture and Citizenship in Argentina, 

1919-2019
• Paul Celan, Sand from the Urns: Poetry and Prose, 1938-1948 
• Living the Phoney War: Madeleine Blaess’ letters from Paris (November 1939 – June 1940)
• Understanding Mental Causation
• Nursing and Midwifery in Pakistan: A critical overview 
• In Search of a Hero: Tragic Irony in Graham Greene’s Fiction
• An Invisible group: Russian-speaking migrant children in UK primary schools

Monograph titles in production



Textbooks published or in 
production…
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In the open access world, some of the barriers that minimised the use of 
monographs in teaching have gone:
● Cost barrier in purchasing multiple copies of specialist volume
● Relevance of only one key element
● Reusability due to rights issues
● Print and not digital publications minimising flexibility of content
● Discoverability e.g OA monographs e.g. in JSTOR and Google Scholar
● A small but relevant section (introduction, conclusion etc) can now be easily 

adapted as OER.
We have feedback that several of our monographs are used as teaching resources, 
and that key factors are the barrier-free access and reusability of content.

Monographs vs OERs…?
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But what about 
“proper” OERs?

Photo by Markus Winkler on Unsplash



What is an OER?

Photo by Camylla Battani on Unsplash



This led to the WRL Innovation Board to commission a multi strand 
project to explore OERs in more detail
Main deliverables

● A practical toolkit to support academics in their use of, and in planning the creation 
of, OERs 

● Improving the local discoverability of open educational content via Primo.
● Case Studies to illustrate what is possible and how it may be achieved through a 

range of approaches.
● Increased engagement with, and awareness of, OERs amongst academic colleagues
● In-depth UX scoping, resulting in an informed understanding of what academics 

require from OERs in different use cases
● Upskilling/improved knowledge and confidence levels for library staff, to better 

support other colleagues in the use and creation of OERs



The Toolkit project team comprises David Curtis (York), Alison Hazelaar (Leeds), 
Maria Mawson (Sheffield), Helen Moore (Sheffield) and Simon Robinson (Leeds).
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